Introduction!
At!the!beginning!of!this!century!an!estimated!10%!of!children!in!the!world!had!overweight!or! obesity 1 .!Children!with!overweight!or!obesity!are!likely!to!have!overweight!or!obesity!as! adults 2, 3 .!Overweight!is!related!to!diseases!such!as!diabetes!type!2,!cardiovascular!disease! and!cancer!and!is!now!one!of!the!leading!risk!factors!to!the!global!burden!of!disease [4] [5] [6] .! Although!the!worldwide!increase!in!childhood!overweight!and!obesity!seems!to!have! stabilized,!prevalence!rates!remain!high!and!therefore!the!threat!childhood!overweight! poses!to!child!as!well!as!adult!health!has!far!from!disappeared 7, 8 .!Prevention!of!childhood! overweight!is!thus!warranted.! A!growing!body!of!literature!acknowledges!the!role!psychosocial!stressors,!external! events!or!conditions!that!threaten!an!individual's!wellJbeing,!may!play!in!the!development! of!obesity 9, 10 .!Factors!such!as!problems!in!the!household!and!poor!family!functioning!(e.g.! the!division!of!roles!between!family!members!and!the!level!of!connectedness,!conflict!and! the!quality!of!communication!within!the!family)!have!been!found!to!be!related!to!childhood! overweight/obesity 9, 11 .!Low!socioJeconomic!status!has!also!been!identified!as!being!related! to!(central)!adiposity,!overweight!and!obesity!in!children 12, 13 .!Psychosocial!stressors!are! suggested!to!influence!children's!weight!status!via!children's!health!behaviors,!such!as!their! physical!activity!level,!dietary!intake!and!sedentary!behavior,!or!via!biological!processes!in! the!body,!such!as!the!stress!response!or!inflammatory!processes [14] [15] [16] .!! Another!category!of!psychosocial!stressors!that!could!be!of!importance!in!relation!to! obesity!development!is!adverse!childhood!events 17 .!Adverse!childhood!events!are!defined!in! this!study!as!events!(not!caused!by!medication)!arising!during!childhood!(<18!years!of!age)! that!can!threaten!the!child's!mental!or!physical!wellJbeing 9, 13, 18 .!Examples!of!adverse! childhood!events!are!parental!divorce,!disease!or!death!of!a!family!member,!parental! incarceration!and!childhood!maltreatment.!A!distinctive!feature!of!these!adverse!childhood! events!in!comparison!with!the!earlier!mentioned!psychosocial!stressors!is!that!they!bring! about!a!change!in!the!child's!life!instead!of!being!a!(rather)!stable!aspect!of!it.!To!underline! that!this!study!is!not!about!(rather)!stable!aspects,!but!about!relatively!abrupt!change!in!the! child's!life,!we!have!chosen!to!use!the!term!'adverse!childhood!events'!instead!of!the!term! 'adverse!childhood!experiences'.!Although!the!latter!term!'adverse!childhood!experiences'!is! sometimes!used!to!refer!to!'adverse!childhood!events',!it!is!also!used!to!describe!chronic! exposures!to!adversity 18 .! Previous!systematic!reviews!and!metaJanalyses!have!investigated!the!relation! between!childhood!abuse!and!obesity!in!adult!populations [19] [20] [21] [22] .!These!have!shown!that! adults!who!were!abused!in!childhood!had!an!increased!risk!of!obesity.!The!relation!between! childhood!abuse!and!obesity!was!not!identified!in!children 20 .!Accumulation!of!adverse!life! events!in!childhood,!such!as!abuse,!separation!of!parents!and!mental!illness!or!addiction!of!a! * ! 2! household!member,!also!seems!to!be!related!to!overweight!and!obesity!in!adulthood 23, 24 .! Adverse!life!events!often!coJoccur!and!studying!the!impact!of!separate!childhood!events!on! overweight!status!can!therefore!lead!to!overestimation!of!the!effect!of!specific!events [25] [26] [27] . 49, 50, 52 .!Most!studies!were! performed!in!children!between!7!and!13!years [40] [41] [42] [43] [44] [47] [48] [49] [50] [51] [52] [53] [54] [55] ,!with!the!exception!of!two!studies!in! early!childhood!(i.e.!≤5!years) 39, 46 !and!two!studies!in!late!adolescence!(i.e.!≥15!years) 38, 45 .! The!percentage!of!females!in!13!of!the!included!studies!ranged!between!45%!and!57%! 3844, [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] [51] [52] 55 .!Two!studies!only!included!boys 45, 53 !and!in!one!study!the!gender!distribution!of! the!study!population!was!not!described 
